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MetroNational begins demolition of former 
Sears location at Memorial City Mall 
BY JEFF JEFFREY   AUG 11, 2020, 3:34PM

Five decades after its opening, the building that was once home to Memorial City Mall’s 
Sears location will soon be gone for good. Developers said that in its place will stand a new 
outdoor lifestyle and retail district within Memorial City.

Construction crews began demolishing the building at 303 Memorial City Way on the 
morning of Aug. 11. With passersby and construction workers looking on, an excavator tore 
through brick and steel, pulling the building apart. Soon, all that will remain of the building 
will be a pile of rubble.

Sears opened the location at Memorial City Mall in 1966, serving as an anchor tenant for 
nearly 55 years. But after the store closed in late 2018, the building’s owners at Houston-
based MetroNational saw an opportunity.

While details of the plan have not yet been disclosed to the public, MetroNational President 
Jason Johnson said the company sees the 20-acre parcel as a prime location for a mixed-use 
development that will form a key aspect of the firm’s vision for the Memorial City campus in 
west Houston.

“Today is an exciting day for us, as the demolition of Sears is the first visible step to creating 
a new chapter for Memorial City and further evidence that our company is well positioned 
today and for the future,” Johnson said in a statement.

In 2019, MetroNational tapped Fort Worth-based Trademark Property Co. to develop a 
master plan for how the site of the former Sears store will be used.
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At the time, Tommy Miller, managing director and chief investment officer at Trademark, 
said the firm would consider the entire mall and how it can respond to changes in customer 
demands. It would likely consider ways to create more outdoor shopping opportunities, 
improve the merchandise available to customers and allow customers to move through the 
space more comfortably, he said.

Memorial City Mall is one of the most recognizable landmarks in the Memorial City area, 
which is located along the Interstate 10 corridor just inside Beltway 8. The mixed-use area 
currently has 9 million square feet of of developed real estate, including 3.1 million square 
feet of Class A office space, multifamily units and the Memorial Hermann Memorial City 
Medical Center. Last year, MetroNational announced that Memorial City would expand on an 
18-acre tract north of I-10.

Elsewhere in Memorial City, MetroNational recently topped out construction on The 
McKinley, a 332,231-square-foot multifamily tower at 9757 Katy Freeway. The tower will offer 
278 one-, two- and three-bedroom apartment units. The building’s top two floors will be 
dedicated to deluxe penthouse units. Anslow Bryant is serving as general contractor. The 
project’s fee developer is Slate Real Estate Partners.


